
Carson McCullers Society Business Meeting, SAMLA, 11/13/15 

 

In Attendance: Casey Kayser (President), Courtney George (Treasurer/Membership 

Coordinator), and Bruce Gentry (Awards Committee Member)  

 

I . A Brief History of the Society:  

 

 Founded in 1990, the Carson McCullers Society is dedicated to the study of the great 

American author. The Society sponsors panels at regional conferences like the South 

Atlanta Modern Language Association (SAMLA) and national conferences like the 

American Literature Association (ALA). Members are provided with voting 

privileges, as well as annual newsletters about the society and its work. 

 

II. Current Officers, elected at the Society for the Study of Southern Literature 

Conference 2014 

 

 President: Casey Kayser, Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Arkansas 

 Vice President: Alison Graham-Bertolini, Assistant Professor, North Dakota State 

University 

 Treasurer/Membership: Courtney George, Assistant Professor, Columbus State 

University 

 Newsletter Editor: Isadora Wagner, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Mississippi 

 Webmaster/Social Media: Monica Miller, Marion L. Brittain Postdoctoral Fellow, 

Georgia Tech University 

 Secretary: Craig Slaven, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Kentucky 

 

Officer terms will end December 31 2016, and per the by-laws: The President will issue a call for 

self or other nominations for election of members to the Executive Committee by October 15 of 

an election year, arrange for electronic voting, tally votes, and announce officers by November 

30.  

 

 

III. Website Change  
The new website is now: https://carsonmccullerssociety.wordpress.com/membership/ 

Courtney explained the shift from a domain name to Wordpress: the website domain expired, 

and this proved the digitally safer and cheaper option. 

 

IV. Change in Leadership of Carson McCullers Center for Writers and Musicians at 

Columbus State University 

The new director is Dr. Nick Norwood, who took over leadership in August 2015. Casey and 

Nick will be speaking soon to discuss continued plans for collaboration between the Society and 

the Center. 

 

 

 

 

https://carsonmccullerssociety.wordpress.com/membership/


V. Past Initiatives 

 Newsletter:  

The 2014 newsletter was an incredible success, thanks to Isadora! Please send McCullers-related 

news items for this year’s newsletter to Isadora by 11/18 or ASAP if past this deadline. 

 Carson McCullers Prize for Outstanding Conference Paper:  

Casey announced that we had 3 submissions for 2014, and announced the winner of last year’s 

prize, Christy Davis, an announcement that was also made in early 2015 via email to the 

membership/friend list and on social media. We briefly discussed putting out calls for this year. 

Casey will confirm with last year’s judges to see if they are still available to judge essays 

(Courtney suggested Nick Norwood as an alternate judge if someone else is not available). 

 Conference panels:  

Casey recapped our successful panel at SAMLA last year, and the McCullers and the Arts panel 

at SAMLA 2015 was held later on in the day of the meeting, and was a success. However, we 

were unable to get a panel together for ALA 2015 due to a lack of submissions. Perhaps we can 

discuss strategies for encouraging submissions. 

 

VI. Current and Future Initiatives/Agenda Items: 

 SAMLA 2015, SSSL 2016, ALA 2016 panels:  

Casey and Alison plan to continue collaborating to propose panels at these conferences yearly 

and bi-yearly (SSSL). The ALA 2016 CFP should go out soon, and the Society/Center has 

submitted a proposal for consideration for SSSL 2016. Bruce Gentry offered to help chair panels 

at conferences where he would be already in attendance. 

 Carson McCullers Prize for Outstanding Conference Paper:  

See above in V. This call will come out with the CMS newsletter, if not earlier. Craig will be 

responsible for distributing via listservs and social media. 

 Alison and Casey’s edited collection of essays on McCullers:  

Casey gave an update on the progress of the collection, Carson McCullers in the Twenty-First 

Century, the full manuscript of which has been sent to the publisher for review. Casey and 

Alison are very pleased with the quality, innovation, and scope of the essays.  

 Please send news items to Isadora Wagner for the newsletter by November 18 or 

ASAP. 

 Question: continue sponsoring panels at ALA, the bi-annual SSSL, and SAMLA? 

We arrived at an affirmative answer for now as long as the workload is manageable for officers 

and we receive a good response to our CFP’s.  

 Consider the feasibility of offering travel awards for research to archives with 

McCullers holdings:  

Bruce suggested that we “advertise” for UTexas Ransom Center Archives (announce their 

fellowships) and perhaps also Duke and other universities with significant archival holdings. 

Courtney will talk to Nick about the possibility of offering a “fellowship” of sorts at Columbus 

State University, where lodging would be offered during the spring for interested scholars. 

 

Addition: Carlos Dews wanted us to discuss a Carson McCullers birthday celebration conference 

that his university is sponsoring in Rome 2017. He asked that we think about dates during the 

month of July. Casey, Bruce, and Courtney loosely discussed conflicts during July, like the 4th 

Holiday and the annual Faulkner conference. Please let Casey know if you think of any other 

relevant dates we should keep in mind related to scheduling. 



 

VII. Membership:  

 Treasurer/Membership Coordinator report:  

Courtney reported a balance of $785.86, which is up from last year’s starting balance and after 

payment of the Presentation honorarium and bank fees.  

 Dues need to be current:  

Only two officers have paid dues, according to Courtney’s records.  

 Strategies for encouraging membership and due payment?  

Courtney reported that there were 15 new members last year, with two of those being lifetime 

members. Casey, Bruce, and Courtney discussed several strategies for expanding membership, 

such as: reminding members to pay before sending out newsletter; offering some kind of gift; 

holding a raffle to encourage new members; some time in the future consider making this a free 

society. 

 Membership dues are $10 per year, or $15 for two years. If a member pays dues 

totaling $100 (at $10 per year) or $75 (at $15 for two years) over the course of 10 

years (not necessarily consecutively), they are considered a paid lifetime member. 

Members may also choose to pay a lifetime membership fee of $75 in one 

installment. 

 

VIII. Sign up for more information: please leave your email address to be added to our 

contact list. 

 


