
By-Laws of the Carson McCullers Society (Revised, 11/8/14) 
 
I. NAME 

This organization shall be called the Carson McCullers Society, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Society.” 
 
II. PURPOSE 
 The purpose of the Carson McCullers Society is to promote interest in the works 
and life of Carson McCullers through discussion, conferences, scholarly publications and 
projects.  
 
III. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 
 Persons who are committed to supporting the purposes of the Carson McCullers 
Society may become and remain members by paying annual dues as set by the Society or 
its Executive Committee. A membership year begins January 1 of each year and ends 
December 31 of the following year. Membership dues are $10 per year, or $15 for two 
years. If a member pays dues totaling $100 (at $10 per year) or $75 (at $15 for two years) 
over the course of 10 years (not necessarily consecutively), they are considered a paid 
lifetime member. Members may also choose to pay a lifetime membership fee of $75 in 
one installment. Timely payment of annual dues entitles a member to participate in all 
activities of the Society and to receive the newsletter. Active members are those whose 
dues are current. 
 
IV. OFFICERS 

The officers and Executive Committee of the Society shall be a President; Vice-
President (President-Elect); Secretary; Treasurer/Membership Coordinator; Newsletter 
Editor; and Webmaster/Social Media Coordinator. The officers of the Society, all of 
whose dues must remain current, shall serve for two years, beginning January 1 and 
ending December 31 of the second year. The immediate past President shall be ex-officio 
member of the Executive Committee during the next year. 
 
V. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS 
 Officers of the Society shall be elected at the end of the two-year terms by a two-
thirds vote of active members of the organization. Votes will occur electronically. The 
President will issue a call for self or other nominations for election of members to the 
Executive Committee by October 15 of an election year, arrange for electronic voting, 
tally votes, and announce officers by November 30.  
 
VI. DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS 
 The President shall call, set agenda, disseminate information, and preside at all 
meetings of the McCullers Society and the Executive Committee meetings. Additionally, 
the President shall appoint any necessary standing or special committees. The President 
will coordinate with the Vice-President to write Call for Papers for sessions to be held at 
the American Literature Association (ALA), South Atlantic Modern Language 
Association (SAMLA), and the bi-annual Society for the Study of Southern Literature 
(SSSL) conferences; review proposals; and engage in all work related to assembling 



panelists and communicating with conference officials. The President shall also perform 
duties related to elections as outlined above. The President shall receive submissions for 
the annual Carson McCullers Society Prize for Outstanding Conference Paper and submit 
them to the Awards Committee for the purposes of blind judging. 
 
 The Vice-President shall assist the President, perform all of the duties of the 
President in the absence of the latter, and coordinate with the President to write Call for 
Papers for sessions to be held at the American Literature Association (ALA), South 
Atlantic Modern Language Association (SAMLA), and the bi-annual Society for the 
Study of Southern Literature (SSSL) conferences; review proposals; and engage in all 
work related to assembling panelists and communicating with conference officials. The 
Vice-President, designated President-Elect, shall become President of the Society the day 
after the President’s term ends.  
 
 The Secretary shall attend whenever possible and take minutes at meetings; 
disseminate them to the members via email and to the Webmaster/Social Media 
Coordinator for the purposes of posting on the Society’s website; arrange for hard copies 
to be placed in history/archives at the Center; and disseminate Call for Papers for 
conference papers and the Carson McCullers Society Prize for Outstanding Conference 
Paper in appropriate venues. The Secretary shall also gather all pertinent documents and 
send them to the Treasurer/Membership Coordinator in an email attachment or provide in 
hard copy a couple of times a year or whenever necessary. The Secretary will also assist 
the Editor of the Newsletter as needed. 
 
 The Treasurer/Membership Coordinator shall have custody of all funds of the 
Society, pay all bills properly incurred by the Society, and keep accurate records thereof; 
present annual financial reports to the Executive Committee and to the body at annual 
business meetings of the Society; and keep an accurate record of all membership. The 
Treasurer will notify via email Society members when it is time to pay dues at the first of 
the year.  
 
 The Editor of the Newsletter shall be responsible for obtaining and editing news 
items of interest to the Society and for publishing and distributing an annual electronic 
newsletter in the Fall.   
 
 The Webmaster/Social Media Coordinator shall update and maintain the Carson 
McCullers website and the electronic dues payment option (coordinating with 
Treasurer/Membership Coordinator on hosting fees and membership dues); post meeting 
minutes to the website as well as any relevant items to the Carson McCullers Society 
Facebook page or in other appropriate venues; and in conjunction with the President and 
Vice-President, monitor the email account and alert the Executive Committee to any 
pressing issues in the inbox.  
 
 The Executive Committee works closely with the Carson McCullers Center for 
Writers and Musicians at Columbus State University, and whenever possible, the 
Director of that Center should serve as Treasurer/Membership Coordinator, not subject to 



term limits. The Society’s history/archives shall be kept at the Center and maintained by 
the Director.  

To maintain the Society’s electronic history/archives, whenever possible, officers 
should use the Society’s email account to conduct official correspondence and business, 
especially related to host fees for the website, announcements to members, dissemination 
of the newsletter and CFPs, etc.   
 
VII. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 The previous listed officers compose the Executive Committee, which shall be 
chaired by the President. The Executive Committee shall normally meet once a year, but 
may be convened by any member of the Executive Committee at other times or in case of 
an emergency facing the organization. All Executive Committee members shall receive 
notice of the annual meeting at least two weeks prior to the meeting.  
 
 The Executive Committee is responsible for the operation of the Society. It shall 
raise funds, basically by means of dues, for the support of the Society, and shall approve 
all plans, programs, and projects of the organization. It is responsible for the policies and 
practices of the Society.  
 
VIII. ADVISORY BOARD 
 The Society does not currently have an Advisory Board, but one may be convened 
at a future time, and it may involve the Board associated with the Carson McCullers 
Center for Writers and Musicians. If such a Board is established, they will be consulted 
about and apprised of plans of the organization.  
 
IX. MEETINGS 
 The society will hold its annual meetings at the ALA and bi-annual SSSL 
Conference, alternating each year between the two. The Executive Committee will be 
responsible for adding agenda items and the President shall call the meeting, set agenda, 
disseminate information, and preside over the meetings. Parliamentary procedures shall 
be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.  
 
 Minutes will be posted to the website and disseminated via email after meetings. 
Current members of the society have 30 days from the date of posting to respond with 
suggested amendments or additions to the minutes (only from those members in 
attendance at the meeting and these should be directed to the Secretary); or respond with 
suggestions related to the Society’s activities and policies as reported in the minutes, or 
objections and grievances related to the Society’s activities and policies as reported in the 
minutes, the latter two which should be directed to the President.   
 
X. STANDING COMMITTEES 
 There shall be standing committees of three to five active members when needed. 
Currently only the Awards Committee exists. Any member of the Society may suggest 
and any member of the Executive Committee may propose the establishment of another 
standing committee. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all standing 
committees and shall receive notices of and updates regarding the meetings.   



The Awards Committee shall write and arrange for the Secretary to disseminate 
the Call for Papers for the Carson McCullers Society Prize for Outstanding Conference 
Paper, a $100 annual scholarly award, to be presented for the best outstanding conference 
paper on the life and work of Carson McCullers. They shall serve as judges, requesting 
evidence that the paper under consideration was presented at a regional, national, or 
international academic conference during the previous calendar year (January to 
December) and that the winner is eligible for the award as an active member of the 
Society. They shall judge in February, announce the winner, and if possible, the Society 
will honor the recipient at the ALA or SSSL conference. Judging will be a blind process, 
and current members of the Executive Committee are not eligible for awards. Past 
members are eligible, as long as they are not currently serving. 

XI. AMENDMENTS 
 Drafts of proposed amendments to the by-laws shall be submitted on or before 
December 31 to the President for review by the Executive Committee. They shall be 
presented for action at the next annual meeting. A two-thirds vote shall indicate 
acceptance or rejection of proposed amendments.  
 
XII. DISSOLUTION 
 This organization may be dissolved by two-thirds vote of the membership or by 
two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee.  
  
  
 
 
  
 


